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English 1002-01
 First-Year Composition

CSU Stanislaus – Fall 2011
Class: MWF 10:00-10:50 L125
Instructor:  Todd Hall

Office Location: English Department - L195
Office Hours: 11:00-12:00 MWF L195F
EMAIL: thall@csustan.edu
Web Page: www.English-Hall.com
English Department telephone:  (209) 667-3361

Texts:


· Changing Society, Jerome Schwab. (Required)
Additional Course Materials:
· A binder and notebook to record and save your work specifically for this class

· An Account on the Online Forum
· Microsoft Word (or compatible file format)
· If you don’t have Word save your files in .rtf
Course Description: Read, Think, WRITE, Write, write…
We are born with a natural ability to absorb and speak language; however, we do not have the innate ability to put that language into writing. Writing is a skill, just like sports, driving, swimming, drawing, singing, etc… it will only get better with practice. Writing, unlike math, does not have exact formulas for success. Although some formulas like the 5 paragraph essay can build solid foundations, advanced writing is organic and can only improve with practice, so we are going to practice a lot. The goal of this course is to improve your ability to write at a college level and advance your ability to critically think. We will do this by reading and discussing genre specific essays, as well as, working through the writing process from generating ideas to revising final drafts.

If you want to succeed:

· Take risks in your speaking and writing skills and support others in doing the same.

· Come to class on time and be prepared.  
· Participate in class discussions and group work.

· Keep all assignments and course work in your binder for reference, review, and revision.

· Use me to assist and encourage you in your quest to become a better writer, reader, and thinker.
Attendance: You may only miss 4 days. After that, your grade will be affected. Each absence after your 4th will result in your grade being lowered ½ a letter. Furthermore, Do not be late to class; it is disruptive and unacceptable. You should be in your seat by the start of class, not walking in the door. If you are tardy more than 5 times, your grade will be affected. Each tardy after the 5th will reduce your grade by ½ a letter. Documented absences will be cleared. However, this only pertains to family emergencies, jury duty, illness with a doctor’s note, and school functions.
Assignments & Late Work: Late work is NOT excusable.  If you are absent the day an assignment is due, you have may turn it in the following class for a 20% reduction in score. After that, the work will no longer be accepted. I do not offer extra credit. Furthermore, all work turned in that is more than 1 page MUST be stapled. Dog eared, paper clipped, ripped and folded corners, or any other form of binding without a staple will affect your grade with a 10% reduction in score. There are 100’s of essays to keep track of and loose papers are easily lost.
Disabilities:  Contact me if you have a disability that may prevent you from fully demonstrating your abilities so that we can discuss appropriate accommodations.

Cell Phones: Turn them off, and put them away! Do NOT come and waste yours and my time by playing on your phone in class. If you are caught playing with your phone, you will be removed from class and given an absence for the day. 
Plagiarism: Academic honesty is an important principle to ensure that all authors, including students, are acknowledged for their original expressions of ideas.  

Instructors have a responsibility to demonstrate to students in their courses the difference in acceptable and unacceptable use of others’ work.  Students have a responsibility to ask their instructor for guidance whenever they are uncertain about fair use of someone else’s work.    

Students, in submitting work, certify that the work is their own original work except that all information garnered from others whether quoted, summarized, or paraphrased has been appropriately cited.  Dishonesty by failing to acknowledge the work of others constitutes plagiarism and is a serious offense. Normally, the penalty for plagiarism is failure in the course. More serious penalties may also be invoked.*
*Title 5, California Code of Regulations, Section 41301 notes that students may be “expelled, suspended, placed on probation, or given a lesser sanction for one or more of the following causes which must be campus related: 1. Cheating or plagiarism  in connection with an academic program at a campus. . . .” (see Appendix F of the current CSU, Stanislaus catalog).

Explanation of Assignments

Readings:   The readings are necessary for the development of discussion and critical thinking. They also serve as examples of good writing –pay attention to how the authors write. Read with a pencil in hand and mark up the text. This is not grade school anymore; you own your book, so write in it. This process is called annotating. When you annotate you record your reactions to the text in order to (1) keep you awake and focused, (2) help you remember what you read, and (3) allow you to critically think and talk about the text’s message.  

Reading Responses: Reading responses are exercises in critical thinking. Not only are you practicing your writing skills, but the process helps you think more deeply about the texts you have read. Reading responses should include:

· Heading information Right Justified, Name, Class, Assignment single spaced, and your own original title for the response.

· Epigraph: A selected quote from the text that you will focus your discussion around.

· Introduction:  Should explain the reason why you chose your selected quote, and develop a thesis statement or central idea that you will continue to develop in the following sections.

· Body:  Should expand on your thesis statement or central idea. Analyze and develop the selected quote by connecting its meaning to a specific personal experience, a specific outside source or by comparing or contrasting the quote to a different essay in the text. 
· Conclusion:  Wrap up your connection. 
If you are confused or having trouble, don’t be afraid to ask me for clarification. Refer to the sample essay and rubric online if you are stuck.

Grading RR’s: Reading Responses (RR) are like mini-essays; they should take some time and energy. At the very least, your RR’s should be 1 page, double-spaced, typed with a connection and central focus. Your RR should be more than a summary of the reading. Your RR should be more than your reactionary opinions to the author’s main point. Handwritten essays will not be accepted. Here are the grading criteria:

10-9  Follows RR guidelines:  focused, developed, clear and concise, and contains no distracting grammatical, punctuation, or typo errors.  

8-7    May have the qualities of the 10-9 response, but is not as strong. Essay doesn’t quite follow guidelines, lacks a central focus, or has an under developed connection.

6-0   Doesn’t follow RR guidelines, lacks focus, development, and clarity, has numerous errors. Does not make a connection.
No credit: A handwritten or severely substandard RR will receive no credit.

IMPORTANT: Papers that do not meet the minimum requirements will be considered incomplete.
Participation: This part of your grade will consist of three primary parts. The first part will be work we do in class. We will do writing warm-ups, and work in groups often. I will occasionally collect this work and apply it to this score. The second part will be random quizzes to insure that everyone is keeping up on the readings from the text. The third part will be your contribution to the online forum.
The Online Forum: The online forum will be an extended place for discussion in which you will be able to engage with other First-Year Comp students. Each week a new forum will be created to discuss what is going on that particular week. You may discuss the readings, writing assignments, pose questions, bring in outside information to the current topics, etc. This is a place to share and extend the discussions from class. The scoring system is as follows. 0 posts = non participation, 8 posts = below average, 16 posts = average, 24 posts = above average, 32 posts or more = excellent.
Miscellaneous:  Refers to a group project you will be presenting and any other smaller assignments that may be incorporated into the course along the way.

Major Assignments:  Throughout the course you will write 4 essays that are longer than a standard Reading Response. Each essay will come with a handout of specific directions, prompting, and rubric.
Grading
Participation 


= 15%

RRs & Miscellaneous

= 15%

Major Writing Assignments:

     Essay #1

   
= 15%

     Essay #2


= 15%

     Essay #3


= 15%


  Essay #4  


= 25%

---------------------------------------------------
Total



= 100%

93 - 100 = A : 90 - 92   = A- : 87 - 89   = B+ : 83 - 86   = B : 80 - 82   = B- : 77 - 79   = C+
73 - 76   = C : 70 - 72   = C- : 67 - 69   = D+ : 60 - 66   = D : 59 - 0     = F

