Final Project
Your final project will be a 4 page minimum argumentative research paper. You will need to incorporate at least 4 sources outside of the classroom text. The sources you use will affect the assessment of your paper. Sources from the library will be valued high, whereas sources from the internet will be valued low. Furthermore, you must have an accurate Works Cited page, and it does not count towards the 4 pages you must produce.
The essay will be assessed on the same criteria by which I have been assessing your arguments all term. I will be looking for how you grab your reader’s attention. Your thesis should be concise, clear, and direct. You should have clearly defined and thoroughly supported topic driven paragraphs. I will be looking at how you transition from one idea to the next, and I will be looking at the conclusion to see how you answer the “So What?” In other words, expressing why and what in your essay has value. Lastly, I will be looking at your grammar. Do you write academically and is your writing generally clear of mistakes?

Topic 1: James Kunstler states, “The United States passed its own oil peak—about 11 million barrels a day—in 1970, and since then production has dropped steadily. In 2004 it ran just above 5 million barrels a day . . . Yet we consume roughly 20 million barrels a day now. That means we have to import about two-thirds of our oil, and the ratio will continue to worsen” (373).  Based on Kunstler’s statement, finding an alternative source of energy is extremely important. Your job is to research an alternative form of energy and then argue why this form of energy should be the focus of our time and financial resources to alleviate our dependence on fossil fuels.
Topic 2:  Randall Mikkelsen points out that “The number of people in U.S. prisons has risen eight-fold since 1970, with little impact on crime but at great cost to taxpayers and society, researchers said in a report calling for a major justice-system overhaul.” For this essay, you will need to investigate the incarceration dilemma we have in this country and argue for a course of action that will help alleviate the situation. There are probably numerous factors that affect the current state of our prison system, and you cannot possibly cover them all in the length of this essay. Only discuss what you feel are the most important elements.
Alternatives

Group Project: You may do this project as a group, but there are a couple stipulations to working in a group. First a group must consist of a minimum of at least 3 people. A 3 person group will need to write a 6 page paper. You may have a 4 or 5 member group, but each person after 3 adds 2 more pages to the assignment. 4 people equals 8 pages and 5 people equals 10. Furthermore, each person adds an extra source needed. 3 people would need 5 sources, 4 people 6 and 5 people 7. My assessment expectations will be higher than an individual’s essay because I will be expecting the group to spend more time proofreading each other’s work, as well as, a greater depth of research.

Video Project: For the first time I am allowing an option for students to do a video project. With a video project, you or your group may select your own topic, but it must be approved by me. In addition, I will need to see an outline of what you are planning. Without this, a video project will not be accepted. If you do an individual project, I will be expecting a minimum of a 10 minute video. You may do this with a partner or group up to 5 people. Each additional person after the first will add 3 minutes to the minimum time. 2 people = 13, 3 = 16, 4 = 19, 5 = 22. Although external images can be used to enhance your video, there must be a considerable amount of original dialogue delivered for the video. In other words, no compiling images, videos, and texts from other sources as your only means of material. That said, I would expect more than a monologue of you sitting in front of a camera. Please do use visual aids; it will greatly improve your score. You will still need to meet the research requirement of writing a paper. Lastly, I will be assessing your video by the same criteria as I do the argumentative research papers. Your videos need to construct an argument in the form of a problem and solution format. You’ll need to define your problem, convince the audience it is a problem, and propose a solution.
